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Monday, January 31$*.
I only found out last night that Swinnerton was really interested
in music. Vernon came up on Saturday. Very military.
Yesterday morning I drove him and M. and Swinnerton to
Frinton. In the afternoon Corfield persuaded me to go out
for a ride with the officers and Vernon. First time across a
horse since end of 1902. We went to Frinton. Very fatiguing
for me. I did some work before dinner. In the evening piano
and discovery of Swinnerton's interest in music.
Friday, February qth.
I went to 47 Bedford Sq. yesterday morning to see Roscoe,
Secretary of Teachers' Registration Council. A downright
Midlander, with traces of accent. He gave me information for
articles on education. The whole feel of 47 is now changed—
for the better. Clearer and brighter everywhere.
Lunch at the Reform. I saw Methuen who said that the
Publishers' Association had unanimously decided to issue novels
at net prices, and at prices varying according to length—from
45. 6d. net to 75. 6d. net. I don't think it will work at 75. 6d.
net anyhow.
Two Committee meetings at W.A.R.C. Lady Paget came
over half an hour late. She is a master-woman, and well
accustomed to command. Everyone says she is an unrivalled
' beggar'. She enunciated her principles of begging, ruthlessly.
They were excellent. She is now starting out to collect a million
for blind soldiers. If she gets £5,000 from our Caledonian
Market Show I shall be far more than satisfied.
Monday, February ^th.
On Saturday night great excitement about two men who,
challenged by sentry of the ammunition park near the station
at 7.15 p.m., had run away^ Ammunition of all the district is
kept there, including 300,000 rounds of rifle, etc. etc. The
marauders vanished, though pursued. Clacton was called up
by telephone, and kept up most of the night. Officers were
called from dinner. The missing men were supposed to corre-
spond with two escaped Germans interned from Dorset. The
one best seen had a rope and walked noiselessly,—hence rubber
shoes I Why? etc. etc. No capture yesterday either. The
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